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ALBANY CITY BAND 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.56 pm]:  I will talk today about the Albany City Band.  It was first formed in 
1880 and has had various name changes over the years, including the Albany Silver Band and the Volunteer Fire 
Brigade Band.  The band provides a great service to our community, performing at anything from fetes and 
functions to Anzac Day ceremonies.  For the past three years the band has been part of the Albany Proms, a 
tremendously successful event. 

The musicians give a lot of their time voluntarily in the city and are a very professional unit.  Behind a great 
band there must be a solid support group and a bandmaster.  Colin France, who joined the band in 1976 and has 
been bandmaster on and off for 18 years, not only has a great sense of humour but also is the heart and soul of 
the band, and adds an extra touch to performances.  Peter Rasmussen, another original member, is a master 
musician who has spent endless hours with the band as well as teaching and encouraging young musicians in the 
region.  Families in Albany have had children, parents and grandparents involved in the band over the years. 

The Albany City Band spread its wings last year and travelled to Bunbury for the Queen’s Cup competition.  The 
Queen’s Cup was originally donated for an annual competition between the brass bands of the south west in 
celebration of the Queen’s visit in 1954.  The competition has since been expanded to include brass bands 
outside a radius of 100 kilometres from the general post office. 

I am proud to say that the Albany City Band won last year, which surprised a lot of people.  Just a few weeks 
ago it defended its title in Bunbury with a tremendous performance.  As everyone in Albany knows, Albany 
loves beating Bunbury at anything and it always does!  Next year is the fiftieth anniversary of the Queen’s Cup 
and the competition will be held in Busselton.  Look out for the Albany City Band.  It is getting bigger and better 
every year.  Well done. 
 


